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MUSIC  IN  THE  TWENTY   REPUBLICS

of Porfirio Diaz (1877-1910). With the Revolution, new musical forces
were released among the Mexican people. Popular waltzes, such as La
AdeUta, became revolutionary airs through adaptation of special sets of
words. One of the most striking songs of the period was the anonymous
air La Cucaracha, which became the fighting song of Pancho Villa during
his revolutionary raids. The original text is a nonsense poem about a girl
called La Cucaracha (Cockroach), who could no longer walk because
she had no marijuana to smoke.

LA CUCARACHA

La    Cu - ca    -     ra    -   cha, La   Cu - ca    -   ra   -  cha,

Ya       no    pue -de     ca - mi    -    nar,          For - que      no

tie-ne,Por-que le    fal-ta         ma-ri-jua-na  que fu   - mar.

The father of music education in Mexico was Jose Mariano Elizaga
(1786-1842). He wrote the first Mexican treatise on music theory, Ele-
mentos da Musica, published in 1823, founded the first music society,
Sociedad Filarm6nicay in 18245 established the first conservatory of
music, the Academia FHarmonica de Mexico, in 18255 organized the
first printing press for publication of secular music, in Mexico City in
1826; and assembled the first symphonic ensemble in Mexico, which he
conducted on January 16,1826, in a program that included his own Over-
ture to the opera La Italiana. Elizaga's activities, as well as the general
musical atmosphere of Mexico in the nineteenth century, are presented
in great detail in the monograph on him by Jesus C Romero (Mexico,

1934).

The Conservatory National de Musica} the oldest music school now
existing in Mexico, was founded in Mexico City on January 13, 1877.
Melesio Morales was the guiding spirit in the early years of the Con-
servatorio National. He inculcated the Italian style of composition almost
to the exclusion of all others. This partiality led to an open rebellion